[bookmark: _GoBack]President Abdullah Gül along with First Lady Hayrünnisa Gül paid a state visit to Portugal upon the invitation of President Anibal Cavaco Silva. As part of his programme in Portugal, President Gül met with President Cavaco Silva, Prime Minister Passos Coelho  and Speaker of the Parliament Ms. Assunçao Esteves. President Gül also visited the Lisbon City Hall, attended the closing session of the Turkey-Portugal Business Forum and addressed Turkish and Portuguese businessmen. President Gül, during his talks with the Portuguese officials, pointed to the fact that Turkey and Portugal are heirs of two empires that have had an important role in European and world history. In addition to the excellent political relations between the two countries, President Gül underlined the ongoing strengthening of economic relations. Sharing his views on Turkey’s EU accession process with his counterparts, President Gül also called on the “Turkish and Portuguese business worlds to better discover one another” during his address at the Turkey-Portugal Business Forum. On the occasion of the visit of President Gül, bilateral cooperation agreements in the fields of economy, military, diplomacy and culture were signed between Turkey and Portugal.
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